“Nations should have memories.”
-- Frederick Douglass, 1866




John Adams to Abigail Adams, July 3, 1776

“The Second Day of July 1776 will be the most
memorable Epocha, in the History of America. | am
apt to believe that it will be celebrated by succeeding
Generations as the great anniversary Festival. It
ought to be commemorated as the Day of
Deliverance by solemn Acts of Devotion to God
Almighty. It ought to be solemnized with Pomp and Parade, with Shews,
Games, Sports, Guns, Bells, Bonfires and llluminations from one End of
this Continent to the other from this Time forward forever more.”




“Proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all the
inhabitants thereof” 1751




“As | was then, | am now —

— The friend of the equal rights of men, of
representative Democracy, of Republicanism, of
the Declaration of Independence, the great
charter of our national rights — and of course the
friend of the indissoluble union and constitution
of the States...

P.S. Live free or die...” ;

— General John Stark, 1809




Frederick Douglass, 1852

“This Fourth of July is yours, not mine.
You may rejoice, | must mourn.”




October 12, 1992, Berkeley, Cal.
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“Centennialism Run Mad”
Burlington Free Press, Jan. 21, 1876

Centennialism Run Mad, -

We are surrounded on every sule by evi.
dences that this is the Cenlennial year. We
put on our centennial bools and wear our
centennial necktie, eat from dishes of centen.
nial ware and read the Centennial Gazette,
We smoke centenuial cigars lighted with cen.
tennial matches. We look at our centennial
calendar for the day of the month, and find
out when the sun rises —consulling our cen-
tenrial almanac. We recuive centennial
communications written on centeonial note
paper with centennial pens dipped in centen-
nial ink. We attend centenninl tea parties,
purchase centennial reiles and admire ladics
dressed in centennial robes, How long hu-
man nature can stand up under this load is
doubtful, for we live daily in expectation of
being assured by the poultryman that he has
A centennial turkey, which be will send home
In & centennial basket for a centennial din.
per. Before this centenninl year is  departed
we shall all Jearn how noble a thing it s to
suffer and be strong.




Centennial arch, Bennington, 1877
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Tenting grounds, Bennington, 1877
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Bennington Battle Monument, 1891




Centennial arch, Bennington, 1891




Champlain Tercentennial, 1909
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LAKE CHAMPLAIN
TERCENTENARY

JULY 4-10, 1909

VERGENNES. ADDISON COUNTY, VT., THURSDAY, JULY 1,

THE GREAT CELEBRATION]™

The Torcentenary of the Discovery of Lake Chamsiain g}

Vergennes, Saturday July 3,09

THE GOFFICIAL PROGRAM
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The Creat Parade and Pageants, Motor Boat Races,
Decorations, Ball Cames, eto., ete.

Given good weather, and the great Tercentenary Celebration at Ver.
grunes next Sstarday, will surpass anything ever seen ln this county.

Everyone has taken hold in a united effort to make this first big
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Settlers and Tourists as Pilgrims, Bennington,
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“Court Minuet”
Bennington Historical Pageant, 1911
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“Colonel Baum’s Indians fleeing down the hill,” 1911




“Indian Group,” 1911
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Bennington Evening Banner, Aug. 17, 1927

THOUSANDS FLOCK TO
MONUMENT FOR FINAL
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Bicentennial, 1976
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“Vermont Two Transportation System’

State Bicentennial: Hopes

All Riding On Train Plan
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Rutland Herald, July 4, 1976

T M— e e = T e T ey

A Rekindling Of Vermont Pride

el i Sy m vdarery el leeroaan o
o i o Ba. VTarmwd s o0 oy men A oot
un b apY. e e e T )
ap | T adE@ST I il 08 Paldam

~ Vermont Living S i

L}

T gy il iy ki e Rl gy W legte—)
i e L et e ey p St v g e bnd b i D
W 0w R e Do Farn el retahinareen of &
e lewh P O e Rl N Eah A8
F o ph bl lorpa e rarche o el eed
Grafam el Far Honpeier soirersi riryios

Fadt vy b el = o d Rk
Mt St VoA G VAL 12T I B e PR
W Uiloge el el TerZwl recwered Paoels fn redidld Ea
arrie el gl we e b S el

Moy il wifd Pabis fd o by S re] g s
oy paiie = Beoemgton ool Waaleaci sl parh
rmerriiem w0 Adeiaw Bt il Faisleid ire
anpE Tha T oWl ardwe el resl o e s
b i ] o el TR R AT e Pl
e g ——

soowire bridges v e rresyed o Wep el
Eiiigh #nd Wom Forlin, i o lors  spape
ey el E oingiee T D Jow e 0w
Lwl W rasegm whery cFelie oY remaie] bs B
o il i T - Ul e ol W PATL - W [
By e sk ERE b ]

|2 s e Commrs v T o] g e et B O
ey e Vich 05 (k] EXG I )
Firrds prace = Te bl per ool g el
Ao g jprmrinl rgka i T s G e | i e,
(e ey Keaa &9 roomess "o St
1 iy e el 4T Gl ol e T .
'l ot Do i W]l 5 ol sl et dalal bl Bad
o L TR Pl e W i e e L] is
B Myt bty g Sl ot el f Rk b 004 A k™ T ek e e e _,__ﬁ:':'r-_“":’f_
wiglmliy el AR S - — i ey b parl oo B Weskhaes
B A%l FE STHITEY Farimpr Tam T i b e Ward of W'k
Fre wreerg! ey, Koeria b b premsod 1o e i Trpl el S Al i
et The Pt @ Sadn 7P o podh Rordsiay of mar S
[ty ] s

§ e Diewa wpy Pengl A7
aw b T Verwan Rellesy™ o sory = Bansi mpeseey ____..\_.\_._.___.,.__._:..,_.




R OFFICIAL

Ll VERMONT

BLEN TENN]AL GUIDE




Sunn

Battle reenactment, Bennington, 1977
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Pageantry, crowds mark 200th

Battle re-enactment The biggest parade ever
wins cheers of 10,000 draws record onlookers




Bennington, 1977
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“15t white child born in Vermont,”
Bennington, 1977
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Indian, Bennington, 1977




USPS Vermont Bicentennial stamp, 1991,
by Sabra Field




Bicentennial license plate, 1991




“Vermont Bicentennial Official Beer”




Champlain Quadricentennial, 2009
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250" Anniversary
Commission

A May 26, 2021

7~~_VERMONT
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States with Official States with Pending

North Carolina
South Carolina
Alabama
North Dakota
Maryland

Commissions — at this stage Legislation for
Commissions

Vermont
New JE’]‘SE!}’ + Kansas
Pennsylvania « Massachusetts

2 * Nebraska
Tennessee « New York
KEﬂtUCky * Rhode Island
Virginia * lexas
Michigan * West Virginia

Vermont’s Collaboration with Other States

and Organizations — at this stage

« New York

* New Jersey
* Federal 250 America Commission
* Congress of Revolutionary Roundtables



Names and Logos of the Commissions or Committees

« America 250 (federal commission)

* Revolution NJ

AMERICA

* Revolutionary NY

« America 250 PA

« Revolution 250 (Massachusetts)

« 250 NC America (North Carolina)

CROSSROADS or the

) AMERICAN
i

X REVOLUTION

NC 250

AMER'CA 17168 - 2026




Missions of the Commissions and Anniversary

250 America:

2026 marks the 250" anniversary of our nation’s founding. We're here to
honor and celebrate and we want every American to join in. Over the next
six years, we're working closely with citizens, communities, state and local
governments, and proud partners from sea to shining sea to make sure that
American 250 is momentous and meaningful for all.

New Jersey:

Revolution NJ will advance the role that history plays in public discourse,
community engagement, education, tourism, and scholarship in New
Jersey. Through a series of initiatives that explore the history of the
American Revolution, its context, and its legacy, Revolution NJ will
galvanize diverse audiences statewide into embracing the enduring value
and relevance of history.




Strategic Framework Examples:

Revolution New Jersey:

Revolution NJ will engage diverse audiences to exploring New

Jersey’s role in America’s history, drawing lessons from the past to

apply to the present and future.

RN]J is designed to

* Provide a statewide framework that will encourage
collaboration and cooperation between the many aspects of the
commemoration.

* Support organizations all over the state in preparing for,
planning, and executing initiatives that will support the goals of
the commemoration.

* Originate relevant programs and inspire grassroots
participation in the commemoration, encouraging history
organizations, schools, civic groups, counties, municipalities,
and others to generate programs and events.

Tennessee Semiquincentennial Commission

To lead a comprehensive and inclusive
commemoration of the 250" anniversary of
the nation’s founding;

To listen to Tennesseans, Tennessee
Communities, and elected officials
regarding wishes tor official
commemorations;

To ensure that projects, programs, and
materials are established to embrace and
include the youth of Tennessee in the 250"
anniversary commemorations;

To partner with the state’s tourism
industry and local businesses to ensure a
positive economic impact across lennessee;
and

To work closely with Tennessee’s
outstanding heritage organizations to
support their projects, programs, and
publications for the commemoration of the
250% anniversary of the American
Revolution and Declaration of
Independence.




Key Lessons from Other States

*#Scholarship of the Revolutionary era has moved beyond generals, soldiers,
battles, leaders, and military and intellectual history to a greater focus:

v on stories of African Americans, Native Americans, women, and other
underrepresented people;

v on questions of land anchwater;

v on social and cultural history;

v on the complexity and divisiveness of the era; and

v on its global context.

* We must directly address the process of creating history itself and of myth-
making. We must be transparent about who creates historical narratives, the
interpretive choices they make in doing so, and the research and sources behind
their choices.

<+ Avoid viewing the Revolution and “Founding Fathers” in terms of “good” vs.
“bad.”

» History has been used to foster inequity and injustice; this is an opportunity to
use history to foster equity and justice.




Sample Commission/Celebration Goals

+ Tell a diverse and inclusive story about America’s past that invites participation from all

* Encourage the growth of capacity at history organizations so that they are better able to attract,
engage, and serve visitors, both during and after the anniversary

* Promote heritage tourism in and to the state in a way that increases its positive impact on
economic and community development

* Elevate the value placed on history education in our K-12 schools and universities

* Demonstrate how understanding the complexity of our history helps us to respond to the
present and prepare for the future

* increase public and private funding for history

KE_Y Themes of Revolution N]: meant to include New Jerseyans of varied backgrounds,
identities, experiences, and perspectives to find a way into the anniversary and to consider it critically —
while growing comfortable with the innate ambiguity of history and the process by which history is told.

Exclusion/Inclusion Property and Sovereignty Revolutionary ldeals

The Historical
Political Movement of New lersey as Process

Participation People Battleground




Vermont’s Executive Order Directives

...to plan, encourage, develop, coordinate, and promote observances and
activities to be held in Vermont in commemoration of the historic events that
preceded, and area associated with the 250t anniversary of the American
Revolution [and founding of Vermont]

...to coordinate, review, and promote programs and activities through the state
relating to the American Revolutionary War, in particular Vermont’s involvement
therein, to deepen the knowledge and understanding of this formative period of
American history and how it has shaped and continues to shape who we are as a
people, a state and a nation




Vermont 250" Anniversary Commission To Do List

*  (Commission Name
« Mission Statement
* Goals and Strategies
* Toolkits for planning events and programs
 Roles: vice chair, committee chairs
*  Committees/Subcommittees
* Logo and directives for use
* Events and Programs
* Additional Funding
* Coordination with Agency of Education and educators
* Lists of historical information, books, museumes, etc.

* Next...
R Uil L5 TE T
« ...Then...

* Meeting Dates Schedule




